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What is BioMap Alaska? 

• A citizen-science initiative designed to collect information 

on marine species and marine ecosystems along the 

Alaska coastal region using an interactive web-based 

reporting system.   

 



What will BioMap Do? 

1. Enable residents of coastal Alaskan communities to 
easily contribute their voluntary observations and 
knowledge on marine species to what is planned as a 
state-wide marine species monitoring program. 

2. Improve information on marine species and the marine 
environment in Alaska’s coastal region for the benefit of 
Alaskans.  

3. Improve can improve collaborations among managers, 
scientists, coastal residents and other stakeholders 
through a forum that allows for continuous exchange of 
information. 

4. Contribute critical information needed for coastal 
planning in the context of offshore development. 

 



Why Do We Need BioMap? 

• Ocean temperatures are 
rising. 

• Break up is earlier, 
freeze up is later. 

• Ecosystems are shifting. 

• Animal distributions are 
changing. 

• Marine transport is on 
the rise. 

• Coastal development 
continues. 

 



The BioMap Sighting Review Process 

? 



BioMap “Species of Interest” 

• Red King Crab 

• Snow Crab 

• Alaska Skate 

• Bering Wolffish 

• Chinook Salmon 

• Pacific Sleeper Shark 

• Walleye Pollock 

• Bearded Seal 

• Pacific Walrus 

• Ringed Seal 

• Spotted Seal 



The BioMap Website 



View Sightings Map 



View Sighting Details 



Online Field Guides 



Field Guide: More Detail 



Downloadable Field Guides: 

English and Iñupiaq! 



Freely Available Map Data 



Easy to Join 



BioMap Alaska and LEO? 

• We need your help to roll out, and to and evaluate the 

system's utility for logging observations! 



Thanks! Questions? 

• Funded by: 

• The Arctic Landscape Conservation Cooperative 

• Alaska Center for Climate Assessment and Policy 

 

• Project Team: 

• Howard Ferren, ASLC 

• Rebekka Federer, ASLC 

• Maribeth Murray, IARC 

• Philip Loring, ACCAP 


