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Science as a  
    Team Sport 



•  More than 100 species use marine ecosystems in the 
North Pacific 

•  Long-lived 
•  Feed across trophic  

 levels 
•  Occur over many marine  

 habitats 

and people love them… 

Seabirds as Indicators 
 



Why Document Dead Birds? 
 

•  There are a lot of them 
•  They were once alive 
•  They can be identified by anyone 
•  They can be thoroughly examined and are easily 

photographed 
•  They contain lots of valuable information 
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been SOOO bad the last 30 days that the chicks have 
been getting blown off their nests and either drowning or 
starving.”

December also proved to be a difficult month for 
murres, with Seward volunteers Ami Wright, Matt Gray, 
Mark Kansteiner and Colleen Kelly sounding the alarm 
after their February surveys: seven murres at Airport Beach, 
seven murres at Seward Waterfront. This following a report 
from Dawn Adams of the Skagway Bird Club: hundreds of 
live murres were congregating in Lynn Canal, 20 additional 
birds found on local beaches. All told, winter-kill soared to 
XX birds/km, up from XX birds/km last season.

Though this year marked the sixth season of data 
collection in the Gulf, lots of sites just got started, 
including five in Cordova (special kudos to Ann Harding 
Solberg). One of Kodiak’s new sites, Mill Bay, turned up 
what at first appeared to be a Rhinoceros Auklet, on second 
look, a pale-bellied, pale footed, small-billed juvenile 
Tufted Puffin.

Close cousin of the Pelagic Cormorant, Jaime Neill, John 
Warzybok and David Cockerill found this Red-faced 
Cormorant (identified by its pale facial skin and a pale 
bill base) on Buldir Transect B, in June, 2011.
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Akhiok
Fort Abercrombie
Gibson Cove
Holiday
Jewel Beach
Mayflower
Mill Bay 
Mission Lake
Near Island S
Ram Site
Roslyn
Pasagshak
Roslyn Beach
Spruce Cape
White Sands

Aleutian 
Islands

Bering 
Sea

Southeast 
Alaska

Gulf of 
Alaska

Chukchi 

Buldir Transect A
Buldir Transect B
Buldir Transect C
Buldir Transect E

Palisades

Benson Beach N
Lukanin S
North Beach St Paul 
Polovina

Staraya Artil 
Zappa

Old Camp to New

Landing Cove
South Beach

James Lagoon 
Northwestern Spit
North Verdant Cove
Pederson Peninsula
South Bulldog Cove 
Yalik Glacier

Auke Rec
Boy Scout Beach
Cowee Creek/False    
    Outer Pt
Douglas Pt SW
Eagle Beach
Fish Creek
Mendenhall Peninsula
Mendenhall River
Sandy Beach
Shrine of St Therese
Whiting Inlet

Afognak
Airport Beach
Fourth of July S
Seward Waterfront
Spring Creek
Tonsina Bear Cove

Halibut Pt Rec
Herring Cove
Kruzof Kamenoi
Kruzof SE
Kruzof SW
Seamart to Sandy
Shelikof
Turnaround Beach
Sitka Historic Park

Buggy Beach 
Refuge Cove

Sarichef E
Sarichef W

Anchor River S 
Anchor River St Rec
Barge Basin N 
Bishop’s Beach E
Bishop’s Beach Mid
Bishop’s Beach W
Cannery N
Coal Bay
Harbor Mouth  
Kenai N
Land’s End
Mariner Park
Miller’s Landing 
Southwest Stretch 

Dutch Harbor Spit
Front Beach
Little South America

Hall Island

Churchrock
Dog Camp-Base Rd
Front St-Barge
Lavonne’s
Sadie Creek

Cape Lisburne

Axel Lind East
Axel Lind West
Bass Harbor
Cabin Bay
Chenega Pt
Derickson Bay Spit
Fox Farm
Green Island Bay
Hallo
Head of Passage
Hogan Bay Canal
McPherson Bay
Mega Beach 1
Mega Beach 2
North Hallo
N Twin Bay
NW Bainbridge Bay
Outer Outside Bay
Outside Bay
SE Ingot Bay
S Bainbridge Passage
S Twin Bay
W Bainbridge Passage
W NW Bay

Boswell S
Eccles Lagoon
Hartney Bay N
Hartney Bay S
Hippie Cove
Marina Cordova
Orca Cannery

Swikshak





How Does COASST Work? 
•  Recruit and train locals 

•  Web-based “smart” data input 
•  Final verification by experts 

•  Rigorous protocol, 
field guide, and 
datasheets 

•  Data analyzed and presented 



Our Data 
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in Seward in mid-March 1993, and was written up in 
the scientific literature by our Advisory Board member 
Tom Van Pelt. Although the 2012 wreck (peaking at 
approximately 10 birds/km) was only a third the magnitude 
of the 1993 wreck (peaking at over 30 birds/km), the 
timing was similar as was the ultimate cause: starvation.

Pacific Northwest 
The outer coast Pacific Northwest (PNW) pattern looks 
a lot different from Alaska. For one, there are more birds 
found—check out the shift in the Y axis scale. A second 
difference is the annual pattern. Oregon North displays 
our quintessential PNW pattern with three distinct peaks 
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Regional Differences 



News Stories 














